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group. The broad curves and the east and west lines, so pro-
minent In Northern South America and in the Caribbean region,
point to an eastward spread, in a characteristically distorted
form, of folds related to those of the main Andean system, in
that region where resistance was at a minimum between the
Laurentian-Appalachian block of North America and the Guiana-
Brazilian block of South America, For a diagrammatic repre-
sentation of these developments, see Fig, 2, The marked curves
of the Andes from the Equator northwards bear a striking
resemblance to those of the Alpine system in Southern Europe
and Northern Africa, and are due to an analogous disposition
of resistant blocks.

In the extreme south of the continent the Chilean Coastal
Range, on passing beyond the Patagonlan Plateau and that of
the Southern Andes, also makes an eastward curve, which, how-
ever, ends at Staaten Island. For the Falkland Islands, though
connected with the mainland by a submarine bank, differ in
geological structure from the southern part of the western folded
mountains, and are to be related to more easterly elements in
the continent.

The northern wing of the Andes reaches'eastward nearly to
the 6oth meridian in Trinidad, and the eastern wing of the
Coastal Range in the south to the 65th. The line connecting
these two easternmost points of the western folded system
divides the continent into two unequal parts of which the smaller
lies to the east. The folded mountain system thus enfolds on
three sides a large section of the continental lowland, including
the whole of the Orinoco plains and the greater part of those of
the Amazon, both of which areas He between the north-eastern
limb and the eastern foothills of the Bolivian Andes.

THE EASTERN HIGHLANDS

The basic formation in each of the three eastern plateaus in
South America consists of ancient and extremely hard crystalline
rocks, but in all of them these rocks are partially overlaid by
sediments of varying age from Devonian in certain parts of
Brazil to quite recent fluvio-glacial and eolian in Patagonia. In
contrast with those of the western chains the rocks In these
plateaus have long remained undisturbed by terrestrial move-
ments ; and except in Southern Patagonia manifestations of
volcanic activity are almost entirely absent.

In spite of the fact that the Brazilian and Guiana plateaus
appear to die out some distance east of the Andes, their roots
continue westward to the foot of those mountains and are
encountered in the beds of the streams that descend eastward